Introduction:
Hypothesis:
Yield and forage quality are influenced by the vegetation composition (sward type and functional groups)
Results
Significant differences in yield between the years 2009 and 2010, as well as between different management regimes ( Fig. 1) Sward type, species number and shares of functional groups had no effect on the yield in 2009; -Mon and -Dic swards had significantly lower yields in 2010 (Tab. 2, Fig. 1 
Material and methods

Study area
•Semi-natural permanent grassland in the Solling uplands, Germany, close to Neuhaus (51°44' N, 9°32' E, 490 m a.s.l.)
•Average year temperature 6.9 °C, average precipitation amounts to 1031 mm Forage quality of the spring regrowth was significantly influenced by the sward type in both years (Fig 2, 3) Crude protein content was lower in plots with high shares of forbs and higher in plots with high shares of herbs (P = 0.0182 and P = 0. 
